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February 8, 2019 
 
 
Jason Tittlemier 
Senior Environmental Officer  
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
808 Robertson St. 
Kenora, ON P9N 1X9 
Via Email (Jason.Tittlemier@ontario.ca)  
 
 
Dear Mr. Tittlemier, 
 
 
RE:      COPPER SULFATE 40KG SPILL - SAC REFERENCE # 1661-B8VTYV 
 
Further to the notification to the Spills Action Center (SAC) Reference # 1661-B8VTYV, on 
January 29, 2019 at 16:09, a copper sulfate spill was noted on the earthen floor of the 
covered chemical cold storage area east of the Mill on January 29, 2019 at 13:10. The 
original volume estimate was 25kg, but it has since been corrected to approximately 40kg. 
 
The mill was contacted to arrange clean up on January 29, however cleanup was delayed 
until January 31 due to extreme cold weather. The spilled material did not migrate from the 
location of the spill during the delay as it was contained inside of the covered building.  It 
was determined that the tote of copper sulfate had been stacked on top of another and had 
fallen over causing the tote to break open at some point in the past week. The spilled 
copper sulfate was placed into another tote, to be used in the process.  
 
During the cleanup, it was discovered that other totes of copper sulfate were damaged and 
required cleanup as well, which increased the reported estimated spill volume from 25kg to 
40kg. Attempts were made to repair/wrap the damaged totes so they could be moved to 
complete the cleanup however they were unsuccessful. The spill cleanup was completed at 
end of day February 7, 2019. Fold out spill containment has been utilized to contain the 
damaged totes until they can be placed in other totes. Photographs of the location of the 
spill before and after cleanup have been provided as Figures 1 through 3. 

To prevent future occurrences, shelving has been ordered for the covered chemical cold 
storage building to be installed in the spring, which will eliminate the practice of stacking 
copper sulfate totes. It is also planned to pour a concrete pad for the building to be placed 
on, which will provide spill containment. 

Once you have had the opportunity to review this information please feel free to contact the 
undersigned or Carolyn Winik (at Carolyn.Winik@newgold.com or 807-709-0115) with any 
additional questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Jason.Tittlemier@ontario.ca
mailto:Carolyn.Winik@newgold.com


 

New Gold Inc.                                                                                             2 
Rainy River Mine T 807-482-0090 
5967 HWY 11/71, P.O. Box 5 F 807-482-2834 
Emo, ON P0W 1E0 www.newgold.com 

 

 
 
Regards, 
 

 
Amanda Jacobs 
Environmental Specialist 
New Gold Rainy River 
Amanda.Jacobs@newgold.com 
807-482-0900 ex 8076 
 
cc:  
Matt Hoffmeister, MECP; matt.hoffmeister@ontario.ca 
Andrea Doherty, DFO; andrea.doherty@dfo-mpo.gc.ca  
CEAA; compliance.conformite@ceaa-acee.gc.ca  
Dan McDonell; dan.mcdonell@canada.ca 
Michael Bell; michael.bell@canada.ca 
 

 

 
Figure 1: Location of copper sulfate spill inside the covered chemical cold storage building 

east of the Mill 
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Figure 1: Example of additional damaged totes and spilled copper sulfate discovered during 
initial clean up. 

 

 
Figure 3: Cleaned up copper sulfate spill inside the covered chemical cold storage building 

east of the Mill. Damaged totes placed on fold out spill containment. 
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March 13, 2019 
 
 
Jason Tittlemier  
Senior Environmental Officer 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
808 Robertson St. 
Kenora, ON P9N 1X9 
Via email; jason.tittlemier@ontario.ca 
 
 
Dear Mr. Tittlemier,
 

RE:  TOTAL SUSPENDED SOLIDS SPILL - SAC REFERENCE # 4364-BA7QQW:  

 
Further to the notification to the Spills Action Center (SAC) Reference #4364-BA7QQW; on March 12, 

2019 at 12:00 hours, turbid water was sighted flowing through a culvert under Roen Road. Mitigation measures 
were installed, and the turbid water cleared up by 16:15 hours. 

 

 
Figure 1. Plan view of plant site and West Creek Pond showing location of where the turbid water was spotted 

flowing under Roen Road. 



 

2 of 3 
 

The water flowing through the culvert appeared to be picking up sediment from road material that had 
thawed, eroded holes through the road bed and entered the watercourse at the upstream end of the culvert. Upon 
discovery of the turbid water, an in-field turbidity analyses was completed which determined the turbidity to be 77.9 
NTU. Another sample was collected that was send to a licensed external laboratory for total suspended solids and 
turbidity analyses which were determined to be 24.0 mg/L and 78.3 NTU, respectively. 

 

 
Figure 2. Eroded hole in Roen Road allowing turbid water from road to enter West Creek (left). Condition 

of road when mitigation measures were being installed by loader (right). 
 

Water Management General Foreman was contacted and dispatched a loader and supervisor to install 
mitigation measures. Clean crushed rock was dumped and packed into the eroded holes by hand. This was then 
reinforced with sand and packed in with the loader. The loader continued to clean up the road by creating three 
punch outs on the north side and three punch outs on the south side of Roen Road. Small swales were built with 
shovels to promote water relay to ditches. 
 

 
Figure 3. Punch out created on north side of Roen Road (left). Small swale made with shovel to help promote 

water-shedding from Roen Road (right). 
 

Once mitigation measures were installed, turbid water began to clean up immediately. An in-field turbidity 
sample was collected at 16:15 and measured the turbidity to be 7.1 NTU. A sample was then taken and sent to a 
licensed external laboratory for total suspended solids and turbidity analyses which were determined to be 5.5 
mg/L and 13.3 NTU, respectively. 
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The punch-outs created during this event will be inspected and maintained through the freshet. A site wide 
inspection will also occur to identify other locations that may require punch-outs to be installed. This will help 
mitigate any future total suspended solid exceedances from site roadways. 

 
Notification was made to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks as well as to the Spills 

Action Centre (SAC) (Reference #4364-BA7QQW) as defined in Ontario Regulation 675/98, condition 11(4) of 
Environmental Compliance Approval No. 5178-9TUPD9 and in the New Gold Internal Environmental Standard 
Operating Procedure (ENV-SOP-0002).  

 
Once you have had the opportunity to review this document, please contact me at (807) 482-0931 with any 

questions or concerns. 
 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
 
Garnet Cornell 
Environmental Specialist  
New Gold Inc.  
Rainy River Mine 
5967 Highway 11/71, P.O. Box 5, Emo 
Ontario, Canada, P0W 1E0 
T:  +1.807.482.0931 
  
cc. Sylvie St.Jean (sylvie.st.jean@newgold.com) 
     Mitch Lepage (mitch.lepage@newgold.com)       
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August 8, 2019 
 
Matt Hoffmeister & Jason Tittlemier 
Senior Environmental Officers 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation & Parks 
Kenora Area Office 
Kenora, ON 

 
SUBJECT: AMBIENT AIR QUALITY – JUNE TOTAL DUSTFALL EXCEEDANCE  
   
Dear Mr. Hoffmeister, Mr. Tittlemier; 
 
On August 7th, shortly after receiving laboratory results from samples from the month of June 2019, I 
determined that the thirty-day averaging period for total dustfall at the Gallinger Road (North) Air Quality 
Station exceeded the Ontario Ambient Air Quality Criteria (AAQC) 30-day standard.  
 
Dustfall samples are collected each calendar month (+/- 5 days of a 30-day period) as per Rainy River 
Mine’s Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Plan, accepted by MECP on November 9, 2016. For the month of 
June, the sample resulted in 13.23 g/m2/30days, 189% of the AAQC 30-day standard (7 g/m2/30days). 
 
Upon further analysis of the laboratory results, I determined that 9.99 g/m2/30-day of the total dustfall 
was volatile (organic) matter. Tables 1, 2 & 3 outline the laboratory results for this sample. As you can 
see in Figure 1, the dustfall jar for the month of June collected at least two insects, as well as bird 
droppings. The elevated total dustfall result is likely cause by these organic sources.  
 
 

Table 1. June Total Dustfall Laboratory Results (Gallinger Road Station) 

Parameter Result (g/m2/30-day) 

Total Dustfall 13.23 

Total Fixed (non-organic) 3.24 

Total Volatile (organic) 9.99 

 
 

Table 2. June Soluble Dustfall Laboratory Results (Gallinger Road Station) 

Parameter Result (g/m2/30-day) 

Soluble Dustfall 7.89 

Soluble Fixed (non-organic) 1.89 

Soluble Volatile (organic) 6.00 
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Table 3. June Insoluble Dustfall Laboratory Results (Gallinger Road Station) 

Parameter Result (g/m2/30-day) 

Insoluble Dustfall 5.31 

Insoluble Fixed (non-organic) 1.35 

Insoluble Volatile (organic) 3.99 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1.  June Dustfall Jar illustrating organic influences.  
 
Attached find the Notification of Exceedance form (NOE) as per our ECA approval number 0412-A2LR4V. 
Once you have had the chance to review this document and attachment, please contact the undersigned 
with any questions or concerns. 
 
 
Respectfully,  

 
Kelsea Hunsperger 
Environmental Specialist
kelsea.hunsperger@newgold.com 
(807) 482-0900 ext. 8328 

mailto:kelsea.hunsperger@newgold.com
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November 1, 2019 
 
Matt Hoffmeister & Jason Tittlemier 
Senior Environmental Officers 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation & Parks 
Kenora Area Office 
Kenora, ON 

 
SUBJECT: AMBIENT AIR QUALITY – JULY TOTAL DUSTFALL EXCEEDANCE  
   
Dear Mr. Hoffmeister, Mr. Tittlemier; 
 
On November 1st, it was determined that the thirty-day averaging period for total dustfall at the Gallinger 
Road (North) Air Quality Station exceeded the Ontario Ambient Air Quality Criteria (AAQC) 30-day 
standard for the month of July.  
 
Dustfall samples are collected each calendar month (+/- 5 days of a 30-day period) as per Rainy River 
Mine’s Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Plan, accepted by MECP on November 9, 2016. For the month of 
July, the sample result was 9.00 g/m2/30days, with the AAQC 30-day standard being 7 g/m2/30days. 
 
Upon further analysis of the laboratory results, it was determined that 7.05 g/m2/30-day of the total dustfall 
was volatile (organic) matter. Tables 1, 2 & 3 outline the laboratory results for this sample. As seen in 
Figure 1, the dustfall jar for the month of July collected at least one large intact insect as well as other 
organic influences. As a result, the elevated total dustfall is likely cause by these organic sources.  
 

Table 1. July Total Dustfall Laboratory Results (Gallinger Road Station) 

Parameter Result (g/m2/30-day) 

Total Dustfall 9.00 

Total Fixed (non-organic) 1.95 

Total Volatile (organic) 7.05 

 
 

Table 2. July Soluble Dustfall Laboratory Results (Gallinger Road Station) 

Parameter Result (g/m2/30-day) 

Soluble Dustfall 4.23 

Soluble Fixed (non-organic) 1.20 

Soluble Volatile (organic) 3.03 
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Table 3. July Insoluble Dustfall Laboratory Results (Gallinger Road Station) 

Parameter Result (g/m2/30-day) 

Insoluble Dustfall 4.77 

Insoluble Fixed (non-organic) 0.72 

Insoluble Volatile (organic) 4.05 

 

 
 

Figure 1.  July Dustfall Jar illustrating organic influences.  
 
Attached find the Notification of Exceedance form (NOE) as per our ECA approval number 0412-A2LR4V. 
Once you have had the chance to review this document and attachment, please contact the undersigned 
with any questions or concerns. 
 
 
Respectfully,  

 
Kelsea Hunsperger 
Environmental Specialist
kelsea.hunsperger@newgold.com 
(807) 482-0900 ext. 8328 

mailto:kelsea.hunsperger@newgold.com








 

New Gold Inc. 
Rainy River Mine T 807-482-2501 
5967 HWY 11/71, P.O. Box 5 F 807-482-2834 
Emo, ON  P0W 1E0 www.newgold.com 

February 14, 2020 
 
 
Matt Hoffmeister & Jason Tittlemier 
Senior Environmental Officers 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks  
808 Robertson St. 
Kenora, ON P9N 1X9 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Hoffmeister and Mr. Tittlemier,
 
RE: AIR QUALITY EXCEEDANCES OF 24-HOUR TOTAL SUSPENDED PARTICULATE-
MONITORING LIMITS - SAC REFERENCE #7107-BLSQR2 
 

During preparation of the 2019 fourth quarter ambient air quality report, it was noted that on 
October 30, 2019, the total suspended particulates (TSP) concentration at Gallinger Road air quality 
station had exceeded Ministry approved limits by less than 1%.  

 
New Gold notified the Spills Action Centre (SAC) Reference #7107-BLSQR2 of the exceedance 

of the ministry approved limits for Total Suspended Particulate Matter concentrations on February 14th, 
2020.  The exceedance occurred on October 30th, 2019 at the Gallinger Air Quality Monitoring Station.  
The following letter report accompanies a copy of the Notification of Exceedance form (NOE) as per ECA 
#0412-A2LR4V. 
 

Gallinger Road air quality station is located approximately 4.5 km due east of the primary crusher 
on the Rainy River Mine Site. Gallinger Road itself passes by the air quality station in a north-south 
direction at approximately 50 metres east.  

 
TSP samples were collected during a 24-hr period on October 30th, 2019 as per Rainy River Project 

Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Plan, accepted by MECP on November 9th, 2016. During this 24-hour 
period, predominant wind direction varied from west to southwest with an average wind speed of 10 km/hr. 
With these wind directions, it is unlikely that the source of the dust would be from the crusher which is 
situated to the west of the air monitoring station and suggests that the source was related to the road dust.   

 
Once the 24-hour sampling period is complete, New Gold’s sampling protocol states that the glass 

particle filter be removed and replaced with a new filter before the next 24-hour sample period. After the 
24-hour sampling period on October 30th, the filter was left in place for 5 days. Filter changeover was 
performed under less than optimal conditions with poor visibility resulting in sampler error. Mitigation 
measures include modification of the ambient air quality monitoring sampling procedure. Modifications will 
include performing glass particle filter changes within 2 days of the sampling date, in either later morning 
or early afternoon, and auditing of sampling techniques.  
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Once you have had the opportunity to review this document, please contact me at (807) 708-
2407 with any questions or concerns. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Twila Griffith, M.Sc., P.Geo. 
Sr. Environmental Specialist  
 
New Gold Inc.  
Rainy River Mine 
5967 Highway 11/71, P.O. Box 5, Emo 
Ontario, Canada, P0W 1E0 
M:  +1.807.708.2407 
  
 
cc. Sylvie St.Jean (Sylvie.st.jean@newgold.com) 


	2019 Exceedance Letters to MECP and ECCA.pdf
	2019 Exceedance Letters to MECP and ECCA
	20190129 MECP Copper Sulfate 40kg Spill SAC 1661-B8VTYV
	20190225_MECP Komatsu Excavator  450 L Hydraulic Fluid Spill SAC#6704-B9C2VG - Letter Report
	20190308_MECP Copper Sulphate 30 Kg Spill SAC#2828-B9SKZ5 - Letter Report
	20190312 MECP 25 kg Lime Spill signed
	20190313 MECP TSS Spill SAC# 4364-BA7QQW
	20190708 MECP June Total Dustfall Exceedance - Gallinger Station
	20190729 MECP Diesel Spill SAC#7470-BEK4MD
	20191101 MECP July Total Dustfall Exceedance - Gallinger Station
	20191104 MECP ECCA Water Discharge Pond Unplanned Effluent Release

	20191030 MECP NOE Air Quality Monitoring TSP Exceedance - Letter


