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Condition 8: 
Subsection 5(2) effects related 
to components of the 
Designated Project that may be 
associated with federal 
authorizations  
Condition 8.1.1 

"[The proponent shall, in implementing condition 3.7, take measures to 
avoid or lessen adverse effects on migratory birds and their habitats;" 

Status: Ongoing 

Supporting Analysis: 

Completed to date. Establishment of compensation-related habitat and a 
monitoring and maintenance plan has been initiated. New Gold RRP is 
aware and has taken extra care during the construction phase with regards 
to the potential for effects on migratory birds during nesting periods. In 
accordance with the nesting timing directed by the local MNRF office, 233 
bird sweeps occurred some bird deterrent cannons were deployed and 
netting was used were feasible as mitigation efforts.  

No tree clearing occurred during this time. 

Figure 1: Overall Benefit Land ESA Sign near Dearlock, November 2016 
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Condition 8.1.2 

On terrestrial species, including amphibians and reptiles, and their habitats; 

Status: Ongoing 

Supporting Analysis: 

Completed to date. Establishment of compensation-related habitat has been initiated. New Gold RRP 
is aware and has taken care during the construction phase with regards to the potential for effects on 
terrestrial species and their habitats, consistent with the proposed mitigation measures described in 
the EIS. The occurrence of road related mortally for all terrestrial species can be found within this 
report as Table 1.  

Table 1: 2016 Road Mortality 

Date  Location Description  Wildlife Sighted 
28‐Jun‐16  Roen Road near Batch Plant  Garter snake 

27‐Aug‐16  Roen Road  Skunk 

29‐Aug‐16  Korpi Road  Fox 

30‐Aug‐16  East Access Road  Otter 

2‐Sep‐16  Highway 600  Deer 

7‐Sep‐16  Roen Road near Marr Site  Skunk 

11‐Sep‐16  Teeple Road  Skunk 

1‐Nov‐16  Pit Haul Road 8  Beaver 

23‐Nov‐16  Near Pumphouse on Highway 617  Deer 

19‐Dec‐16  East Access road 750m from Powerline  Deer 

Members of the New Gold RRP Environmental Team 
hold authorization licenses to collect and relocate 
reptiles and amphibians. One Snapping turtle was 
found on the plant site and successfully relocated. 

For more information on relocation efforts see SD 
8.1.2 Wildlife Scientific Collector’s Report. For 
information regarding terrestrial wildlife monitoring, 
please review previous Condition 4. 

Figure 2: Snapping Turtle at Pinewood River, 
June 2016 
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Condition 8.1.3 

On species at risk and their habitats; 

Status: Ongoing 

Supporting Analysis: 

Completed to date. Establishment of compensation-related habitat has been initiated. New Gold RRP 
has taken extra care during the construction phase with regards to the potential for effects Species at 
Risk and their habitats, including completing activities in compliance with the Provincial Endangered 
Species Act permit. More information can be found in Condition 4. 

Condition 8.1.4 

On current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes by Aboriginal peoples;  

Status: Ongoing 

Supporting Analysis: 

The construction which occurred during 2016 related to compensation-related habitat was consistent 
with the EIS and detailed project designs, which fully considered available Traditional Knowledge and 
New Gold RRP’s understanding of traditional uses of local lands by local Aboriginal peoples.   

Condition 8.1.5 

On sites of cultural significance to Aboriginal peoples; and  

Status: Ongoing 

Supporting Analysis: 

Establishment of compensation-related habitat initiated during 
2016 did not impinge on any identified sites of cultural 
significance to Aboriginal peoples. 

Figure 3: Deer at West Creek Diversion, 
October 2016 
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Condition 8.1.6 

From potential sources of contamination (e.g. mercury, arsenic, cadmium and lead). 

Status: Ongoing 

Supporting Analysis: 

Completed to date.  

Establishment of compensation-related habitat is ongoing. There is no expectation that the 
compensation-related habitat will result in a potential source of contamination. A deer tissue monitoring 
program was initiated to gather baseline data for contaminate levels in the local deer population. This 
program will be repeated in 2017 and again in 2020 and every third year or as deemed necessary for 
life of mine. The results of the 2016 report will be available in 2017. 

Condition 8.2 

The Proponent shall, in implementing condition 6.3, take into consideration the habitat needs of 
species at risk consistent with final recovery strategies or action plans, or alternatively, rely on best 
available information where recovery plans or action plans for the species are not yet completed for 
the species at risk. 

Status: Ongoing 

Supporting Analysis: 

No progressive habitat restoration has been completed to date as no areas were yet available to begin 
habitat restoration. New Gold RRP considered Species at Risk and the potential for habitat creation 
in site restoration activities to date, including in accordance with their Provincial Endangered Species 
Act permit.  

As part of the 2016 Species at Risk Monitoring Program, AMEC Foster Wheeler reviewed the areas 
of sightings of Bobolink and Eastern-whip-poor-will to conduct a desk top study on soil conditions and 
vegetation types in preferred habitats. In 2016 a field study was conducted of the same areas. This 
information as well as information collected in future years will be used to assist in planning appropriate 
rehabilitation for Species at Risk bird species. For additional information related to this study refer to 
the 2016 Species at Risk Monitoring Report (Condition 4).  



 

New Gold RRP Environmental Assessment Compliance Report 2016 Appendix A 5 

Condition 8.3 

The Proponent shall provide about 1400 hectares of private land as habitat for Eastern Whip-poor-will 
(Antrostomus vociferous) and Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus). 

Status:  Completed 

Supporting Analysis 

Prior to project development the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) determined that 
18 identified Eastern Whip-poor-will breeding territories could potentially be affected by the projects 
development and that 348 ha of Bobolink habitat had the potentially to be impacted by the project. 
Based on this information to offset the loss of habitat New Gold obtained 1468.3 ha of lands to provide 
Eastern Whip-poor-will breeding territories and 348 ha of field habitat suitable for Bobolink breeding 
habitat.   

Condition 8.4 

The Proponent shall monitor the effectiveness of the habitat in condition 8.3. 

Status: Ongoing 

Supporting Analysis: 

Monitoring the success of these areas and potential impacts to the bird species is conducted through 
three phases; visual monitoring, monitoring of habitat use in the offset benefit lands (OB Lands) and 
monitoring or rehabilitation plans during mine closure.  

In 2016 monitoring of phase 1 and 2 were completed. Based on field research conducted it was 
determined that thirty-nine Whip-Poor-Wills were utilizing the OB lands in 2016. Ninety-four Bobolink 
were observed in the OB lands and they were observed in all but seven of the OB lands. For detailed 
information related to the 2016 study refer to the 2016 Species at Risk Monitoring Report (Condition 
4).  

Condition 8.5.1 

"[The Proponent shall: 

“maintain a fence around the tailings management area to prevent access by wildlife"  

Status: Not applicable at this time. 

Supporting Analysis: 

This condition is not relevant to 2016 as the intent of this condition based on other communications, 
was to avoid potential wildlife interactions with the tailings and supernatant liquid, as no tailings have 
been produced or stored to date. There was no fence in place during 2016.  
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During the construction phase of the Tailings Management Facility in 2017 advancements will be made 
regarding the installation of fencing around the perimeter of the facility in preparation for tailings 
storage in late 2017. 

Figure 4: Fox along Closed Portion of Hwy 600, October 2016 

Condition 8.5.2 

"implement measures to prevent Snapping Turtles (Chelydra serpentine) from entering the following 
components of the Designated Project:  

 tailings management area;

 water management pond;

 water discharge pond;

 constructed wetland;

 overburden pile;

 west mine rock pile; and

 sediment ponds 1 & 2."

Status: Not applicable at this time. 

Supporting Analysis: 

Tailings Management Area: This condition is not relevant to the Construction Phase as the intent of 
this conditions based on other communications, was to avoid potential Snapping Turtle interactions 
with the tailings and supernatant liquid, as no tailings have been produced or stored to date. Similarly, 
no contact water has been discharged to the area. No mitigation measures were in place during 
2016.Construction is scheduled for 2017. 
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Water Management Pond: This condition is not relevant for 2016 as the Water Management Pond has 
not as yet been constructed. No contact water has been discharged to the area. Construction 
completion is scheduled for 2017. 

Water Discharge Pond: This condition is not relevant for 2016 as the Water Discharge Pond has not 
as yet been constructed. No contact water has been discharged to the area. Construction is scheduled 
for 2017. 

Constructed Wetland: This condition is not relevant for 2016 as the Constructed Wetland has not as 
yet been constructed. No contact water has been discharged to the area. Construction is scheduled 
for 2017. 

Overburden Pile: This condition is not relevant for 2016 as the Overburden Stockpile has not 
encroached on suitable habitat for Snapping turtles during their nesting or migration periods.  

West Mine Rock Pond: This condition is not relevant for 2016 as the West Mine Rock Stockpile has 
not encroached on suitable habitat for Snapping turtles during their nesting or migration periods. 

Sediment Ponds 1 and 2: This condition is not relevant for 2016 as Sediment Ponds 1 and 2 will not 
be constructed until 2017. 

Figure 5: Beaver Dam and Beaver at West Creek Pond, October 2016 
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